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tion are structural monuments, and only a small percentage of them
have been subjected to epigraphical examination. In addition to
them there are countless removable antiquities which bear inscrip-
tions of equally historical and archaeological interest. They include
arms, articles of domestic use, seals, signets, amulets, etc. Inscrip-
tions on several guns5 as well as on a few swords6 have already been
published and a systematic search will bring many antiquities of
this class to notice. Regarding seals and signets, it may be men-
tioned that during the Muslim rule every state official had to main-
tain a signet for stamping official documents, and those seals were
renewed on the change of sovereignty. They were designed by pro-
fessional artists and calligraphists and were often fine specimens of
art. The actual seals and signets are rare, but impressions of a large
number of them are noticed on ancient documents, many of which
are still available, although fast disappearing. The study of seals
and signets will also be helpful in historical researches, supplying
information about the officials not mentioned in the contemporary
chronicles. The popular amulets were worn as ornaments, and as
they were carved very artistically they possess palaeographical
interest. Mention niay also be made here of the state documents
known as farmans, etc. Strictly speaking, they do not fall under
the category of inscriptions, but with regard to their subject-matter
they are similar to copper-plates of the Hindu period, and they were
also in mind when the scheme of publishing epigraphical records in
India was conceived and brought into effect by instituting the
Epigraphia Indica. These documents, referring to grants of land
or cash stipends and to royal mandates of various natures, supply
valuable historical information which cannot be overrated. Inscribed
as they are on paper, which is so perishable, a large number of them
has been lost, but many are still to be found in private ownership,
and it is desirable that a proper arrangement be made for their col-